
Historic negotiations opened at the United
Nations headquarters in New York in March, when
132 member states discussed a legally binding treaty
to prohibit nuclear weapons. The conference of 27-31
March 2017 went ahead despite the opposition of the
US and Britain and their allies.

The conference president, Ambassador Elayne Whyte
Gómez of Costa Rica will now prepare a draft text for
the treaty, to be circulated in May-June, when UN
negotiations resume. Representatives will hold three
more weeks of discussion beginning 15 June, with the
aim of concluding the treaty by 7 July.

Meanwhile, preparations for the 2020 nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty review are also about to begin.
The Preparatory Committee (PrepCom) will meet in
Vienna, 2-12 May to start the discussion leading up to
the review conference in three years time. 

NO MORE HIROSHIMAS
For a global nuclear ban

Chemical and biological weapons, anti-
personnel landmines and cluster munitions are
all subject to international prohibitions. Nuclear weapons
are not. Moves towards a global ban treaty, initiated by
African states, seek to rectify this.

In October last year, 123 UN member states voted for a
resolution that opened the door to negotiations, with
38 votes against and 16 abstentions.  Four of the 5
permanent members of the UN Security Council voted
against – the US, UK, France and Russia – as did many
NATO members and US allies. 

China, the fifth UNSC member abstained, and has
recently hinted that it might be prepared to support
the treaty.  Of the other nuclear states: India and
Pakistan abstained, Israel voted against, and North
Korea voted for a treaty.

The opening of treaty talks were marked in
Britain with a tour by two atomic bombing survivors.
Reiko Yamada and Midori Yamada, both
Hibakusha as the survivors are known, visited London,
Scotland, Manchester and Oxford to tell their stories.
Despite a common family name, the two are
unrelated. Their visit was organised by the London

Region Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Reiko
and Midori were accompanied throughout their tour
by Shigeo Kobayashi, a London CND Committee
member, acting as coordinator and interpreter. Their
visit is described in pictures overleaf. Extracts from
their stories can be found on London Region CND
Facebook page. 



Reiko Yamadawas 11 years old and still in primary
school when the US bombed Hiroshima on 6 August 1945.
She lived 2.5 kilometres from ground zero and escaped the
fires that raged in the immediate aftermath. Many who
didn’t fled to her neighbourhood, ‘so heavily burned and
disfigured that they did not look like human beings’. 

Reiko recalled how her young friend waited at home for
her mother’s return. ‘On the second day after the bombing,
a moving black lump crawled into the house; they first
thought it was a big black dog, but soon realised it was

their mother. She collapsed and died when she finally got home, leaving her five children behind.’ 

Midori Yamada is a second generation Hibakusha, born in 1949. Her father was deputy mayor of a
nearby town and helped with the Hiroshima rescue operations. Midori is a cancer sufferer and has
recently published a manga book, Jiro-chan: an Hiroshima boy, describing the experiences of her elder
brother during the bombing.

Reiko and Midori’s first day began in
North London with a school
assembly, then off to a meeting with
staff at the CND UK office (above). A
visit to Westminster Cathedral after
lunch was followed by tea and an
interfaith meeting hosted by Quaker
Peace and Social Witness (below).

Day two: on the House of Commons terrace overlooking the Thames,
after a meeting with MPs.

Standing room only at Reiko and Midoni’s first public meeting of the tour.
Everyone listened in silence as the two described their experiences. After a
lively exchange with the audience, Bruce Kent brought the meeting to a close.

LONDON



A highlight of the Scottish tour was a meeting with Scotland’s First
Minister, Nicola Sturgeon

Other Scottish highlights included
a visit to the Faslane Peace Camp,
nearby the Trident submarine base
on Clydeside. Britain’s nuclear
weapons system includes an
estimated 220 nuclear bombs, each
with an explosive power 8 times
that dropped on Hiroshima.

SCOTLAND

MANCHESTER

In Manchester, Reiko and Midori met with Julie Ward MEP, Deputy Mayor
Eddie Newman and pupils from Manley Park Primary (below right) and held
two sell-out meetings in the People’s History Museum. They were given a
behind-the-scenes tour of Dunham Massey National Trust Gardens (above
right) and met Oldham Mayor, Derek Heffernen (above) before leaving for
the final stage of their tour: an ecumenical service in Oxford arranged by
the Fellowship of Reconciliation.



Activities took place across the world to mark the opening of talks in New York,
and sympathetic groups, including CND UK, organised meetings on the fringes of the UN
talks to draw attention to their importance.

Dozens of Hibakusha participated in a
meeting in Tokyo. And protests were held in Japan
when the Japanese Disarmament Ambassador
announced that the government would not
participate in the negotiations. The treaty would
‘create division in the international community’,
the Ambassador said. Gensuikyo, the biggest anti-
A and H bomb organisation, called an emergency
action at the prime minister’s official residence in
protest against the decision which disrespected
the millions who had died as a result of the two
atomic bombs. 

Public opinion strongly supports a
nuclear ban treaty. In 2014, 84% of
Australian citizens supported such a treaty. In
2016, they were joined by 93% in Germany,
85% in the Netherlands, 77% in Norway, and
81% in Sweden. 

A Yougov poll in the UK conducted on 15-16
March this year found 75% wanted the British
government to participate in the negotiations. The
government of Theresa May boycotted the talks,
but Labour’s Shadow Minister for Peace and
Disarmament, Fabian Hamilton, went to New York
as an observer. 

What you can do
The Women’s International League for Peace
and Freedom is planning a women’s Ban the
Bomb march in New York City on Saturday 17
June, to coincide with resumption of talks.
WILPF is calling for actions around the world in
support of the treaty. CND is supporting the
women’s march and calling for local actions
across the UK.

CND UK Chair, Dave Webb went to New York. CND will be sending reps to New York in June and Vienna in
May. CND is active around the conference, making the case for scrapping Trident, the UK’s nuclear weapons
system, and supporting the abolition of nuclear weapons worldwide.
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A meeting in Tokyo meeting marks the opening of UN talks
in New York. Red posters say ‘Ban nuclear weapons’, green
posters say ‘Conclude a treaty’. Those members of the
audience wearing blue sashes are Reiko and Midori’s
colleagues, Hibakusha living in Tokyo.


